MIDDLETON STONEY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON MONDAY 9 NOVEMBER 2015 AT 7.00pm 
Present:

Mr A J Fulljames






Chairman

Mrs D Pay
Mr P Maggs

Mr P Brown

Mr W Champion

Mr A F Hickman






Clerk

1 Parishioner
1.APOLOGIES
Councillor Mrs Fulljames 

Councillor Lynn Pratt
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Mr W Champion – re 15/01472/F – Rigoletto. Did not comment or vote. 
3. MINUTES
Minutes of meeting of 9 September 2015 were approved. 

4. MATTERS ARISING

Sign to Church

· In response to our communication the Secretary of the PCC telephoned the Clerk to say that a sign is now in place and the cost has been met by the PCC.
Bicester Garden Town (BGT)
· Meeting arranged for 15 October did not take place. Further meeting dates awaited. 
5. FINANCE
Since the last meeting receipts and payments were: 
General Fund

	Income
	
	Expenditure
	

	Precept 2nd (final) instalment
Bank Interest

P.O.Rent 2nd quarter
	£1300.00
£      1.74

£      3.00
	Safe Custody Fee
CDC – Election expenses
	£  1.00
£39.00


Village Hall

	Income
	
	Expenditure
	

	P.O.Rent 2nd quarter
	£    75.00
	 
	


Sub Station Lease 

· Signed Lease was returned to our Solicitors on 11 September for forwarding to SSE and our Lease premium is now awaited. 
Audit
· Further to the note made at the last meeting, BDO has now stated that the Asset Register entry for 2013/14 should have been amended (to reflect the cost of picnic tables for the Playground) within the recently approved Annual Return for 2014/15. The Asset Register is now up to date and Members agreed that this may merely be noted since it does not affect the Audit opinion we have already seen.  

6. PLAYGROUND
· Further apparent vandalism reported with a second picnic table almost completely destroyed and the ladder to the climbing frame seriously damaged. The fence to Foot Lodge has also been damaged. The Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator has reported these matters to TVP and has made a formal statement and we await TVP response. Mrs O’Dwyer will obtain a quote for repairs to the climbing frame and report back to us. 
· Members agreed not to replace the damaged picnic tables but comment was made that the tables had proved to be not robust and the Clerk will write to the manufacturers (Kedel) to point this out. 
7.VILLAGE HALL

· Hatch to roof area to be secured and various other items of general maintenance including cleaning of lights and new lampshades are in hand with Gary Pettit.
· Cost of commercial cleaning contract is being investigated. 

· The VH committee had attended a meeting with other villages with village halls and this had proved informative. It was decided that when the Hall is used for National/Local Elections we should charge the going hire rate to cover costs in future.  

· Christmas Bazaar will be held on 5 December. 

Roof/damp issue.
· Some members of the PC had met with Mr Andy Brown (a chimney maintenance expert) who had suggested that the problem may be stemming from the chimneys. He proposed replacing the flashings around the two chimneys and that the two fireplaces be opened up to allow the chimneys to be swept and checked for blockages and air vents installed. Cost 760.00. The Clerk confirmed that for this level of expenditure our Financial Regulations do permit members to proceed with less than 3 quotes if they felt that the cost provided value for money. After some discussion it was agreed that Mr Andy Brown should proceed with this work and Mrs Pay will put in hand. 

· Mr Andy Brown also pointed out that some of the brickwork at the top of each stack had degraded and that chimney cowls need replacing. Cost of this work would be a further £3100 (including scaffolding costs) but members decided to defer a decision on this until the outcome of the damp remedial work can be judged.  
Kitchen Fire Door/cracks in surround
· Mr Leigh Vickers from Inside Out of Bicester (also a resident of School Lane) had inspected the cracks. He had asked for a copy of the original drawings and Mrs Pay will endeavor to find these. 

Window Frames  
· There is some evidence of rot to a window frame on the south facing wall and Mr Vickers will quote (to the VH Management Committee) for replacing two panes and a further pane in the storage area plus wood frame remedial repair. 
8. CORRESPONDENCE
· CDC Development Management Workshop - This event, scheduled for 24 September was cancelled by CDC. New date awaited.
· CDC invited comments on Licensing Policy changes. No comment from MSPC.
· CDC Parish Liaison Meeting – 11 November 2015 - Mrs Pay will attend. 
· Via the office of Victoria Prentis MP we received a proposal from EE which purports to improve mobile phone coverage by installing ‘ micro booster boxes’ on buildings at locations within the village. Power supply cost would need to be met by ‘the community’ (in reality the PC via the Precept). After considering, members opined that this was basically a marketing pitch and therefore not a PC matter. Victoria Prentis’s office has been informed of our view. 

9. PLANNING MATTERS 

Under Urgent Business arrangements we have responded to: 
· 15/01472/F & 15/01473/ADV – Mr Giorgio Delli Compagni – Rigoletto

· No objections to the construction of a new entrance wall with inset signage (15/01473/ADV) but concerns as to level of and nature of the illumination of the inset sign. See also response 15/01472/F.
· Overall we object to the proposals in 15/01472/F for the driveway lighting (light pollution) and the external dining arrangements (noise pollution and light pollution). We are also concerned that the site is being overdeveloped with no proposals for extra parking.    

· 15/01406/F – Mrs P Chiles – 1 School Lane. 
· N o overall objection in principle but this current application does seek to overturn the permission within 05/01179/F, which did not allow the creation of two separate dwellings and Officers must satisfy themselves that this is now allowable when in 2005 it was not. Officers must also ensure that the proposed new entrance configuration allows for vehicles to exit the properties forwards onto the B4030 Heyford Road. Our usual requirements re building materials have also been communicated. 

· On 6.11.15 CDC informed us that the application had been withdrawn.

· 14/012121/OUT – Portfolio Property Partners Ltd – NWB Eco-town.

· This was first seen by us in January 2015 and amended plans are now submitted. These make no material difference to our stance (main concern - traffic issues) articulated in our former response. We have updated our January 2015 response and resubmitted. 

Consultation on closure of Household Waste Recycling Centres. (HWRC) 

· Members approved a formal response as outlined at our previous meeting and this was submitted in 23 September.

OCC Minerals & Waste Local Plan – Part 1 Core Strategy

· Members approved a formal response in respect of Policy W5 – Location of Waste Centres – and this was submitted on 23 September. 

Mid Cherwell Neighbourhood Plan  (MCNP)
· Minutes of meetings of the MCNP Forum on 16/9 and Exec Committee (EC) on 1/10 had been circulated and noted by members.
· Mr Maggs reported on a meeting he and the EC had attended with Adrian Colwell (AC) of CDC. A number of issues were discussed surrounding the preparation of and funding for the MCNP. 
· AC indicated that some 500 of the 750 houses proposed for Category A villages within the Cherwell Local Plan had been allocated. The MCNP process could assist with the rest.  
· Funding issues - AC stated that allocation of New Homes Bonus was within the gift of CDC. Other forms of funding could come from S106 or CIL funds but only when development had taken place. There is the potential for up to £14,000 from Department for Communities and Local Government to assist with preparing the MCNP.   
· Mr Maggs attended a meeting with LDA (consultants employed by CDC in master-planning for the Upper Heyford site) on 22 October. Brief notes circulated to members. Mr Maggs updated the members as follows: 

· Dorchester Group and the parishes were of one mind that the extra 1600 houses proposed within the Cherwell Local Plan should be contained on brownfield land within the site and should not use greenfield land. There was some conflict with those who wish to preserve the heritage aspect of the site. There are already planning applications in hand from Pye Homes and E P Barrus Ltd to use greenfield land adjacent to the airfield but for the moment these are held in abeyance by CDC.
· Mr Maggs then explained the process/timeline which will lead to the creation of the final MCNP. There needs to be community engagement at an early stage to identify key issues and to provide feedback. Mr Maggs proposed that there should be a Village Meeting towards end of February and this will be preceded by a circulation of information for villagers. The PC agreed that this meeting should go ahead. Mr Maggs will work on a package of information to be circulated and PC members will formally approve this at its meeting in early January. 

· Further MCNP Forum meeting will be held on 12 November. Mr Maggs will attend.

EP Barrus Ltd  - 14/02025/HYBRID
· This application remains to be determined by CDC Planning Committee in due course and it is proposed that our objections will be circulated to members of the Planning Committee immediately prior to the meeting. 
Smiths – Dewars Farm Quarry 
· Councillor Mrs Fulljames and Mrs Pay attended the Liaison Group meeting on 16 September and draft minutes have been circulated and noted by members.
Under Urgent Business arrangements we have responded to: 
· MW.0123/15 – removal of oak tree – no objections. Now approved.
New Secondary School for SW Bicester
Consultation papers seen re proposals for this new school which, inter alia, sought views as to whether it should have a specialism in sports, health and wellbeing, given its proximity to the new Sports Village within the Kingsmere site. Our response has raised no objection to the school taking advantage of the nearby facilities but should aa; name="post_id"


166

· 
------r balance to so that pupils achieve a full general education to enhance their career prospects.  
Viridor - Incinerator

· A number of parishioners attended a site visit on 22 October. 

· The Chairman had attended a recent Parish Liaison Group meeting but requested that in future there should be more than he attending on behalf of MS. The next Liaison Group meeting is to be held on 20 January and Mr Champion agreed that he would attend this with the Chairman if possible. 
· The Chairman reported that Viridor had suggested that it may exceed the annual 300,000 tonnes of waste which it is permitted to process. It was felt this would be in breach of its planning permission and he will ask the County Council to look into this.  

10. OXON CC
Budget – 2016/17 – 2019/20 

On 20 October OCC launched a public consultation seeking views on 130 budget savings options it is considering. These are published on the OCC website for feedback. OCC has saved, or has plans to save, £300 million since 2010 but estimates that it may need to find an additional £50 million. Consultation closes 30 November. MSPC does not propose to respond at this stage but members recorded that if any services currently undertaken by OCC were to be devolved to the parishes then this would simply mean an increase in the Precept to pay for them.
11. CHERWELL DC
No report.

12. TRAFFIC
Weight limit on B430. 
· Formal request to Ardley with Fewcott and Weston-on-the-Green Parish Councils was sent in an attempt to arrange a meeting to progress lobbying OCC for such a limit to deter through traffic from using the B430 as a shortcut to J10 of M40 or A43 and south to the A34. The Chairman will now pursue this.        
Community Speedwatch
· No further news but the Clerk will endeavour to obtain an update from the co-ordinator.       
13. PARISHIONERS’ COMMENTS
Village Web-site
· An early version of a new website www.middletonstoney.com has been produced. No further news as yet. 
14. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

None
15. NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Monday 11 January 2016 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall. 

Meeting closed at 8.20pm         
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