MIDDLETON STONEY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON WEDNESDAY 9 SEPTEMBER 2015 AT 7.00pm 
Present:

Mr A J Fulljames






Chairman

Mrs D Pay
Mr P Maggs

Mr P Brown

Mr W Champion

Councillor Mrs Fulljames (part)




OCC

Mr A F Hickman






Clerk

1.APOLOGIES
None
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

None.

3. MINUTES
Minutes of meeting of 6 July 2015 were approved. 

4. MATTERS ARISING

Grass Cutting
· Members are content to leave matters as they are for the present. The cutting by OCC appears adequate but we will continue to monitor as necessary. 
Footpath – School Lane to Church
· The trees have now been trimmed by Mr Watkins. The Clerk has written to thank him. 
Sign to Church

· Liz Wyatt of has sent us copy of correspondence received from OCC giving a cost for the proposed sign (£370.00 + VAT) and a design. LW suggests that PC and PCC share the cost. Members felt that this was a PCC initiative and were not inclined to make a contribution and in addition the Secretary to the PCC has suggested that the sign designed by OCC is not appropriate. The Clerk will write to Liz Wyatt but no doubt this will be discussed at the next PCC meeting on 14 September.  
Bicester Garden Town (BGT)
· Julian Cordy has arranged a further meeting of the parishes group for 15 October at Wendlebury Village Hall. Mr Fulljames will attend.
5. FINANCE
Since the last meeting receipts and payments were: 
General Fund

	Income
	
	Expenditure
	

	
	
	Mrs D P re Grass Cutting by D Bishop in School Lane

	£40.00



Village Hall

	Income
	
	Expenditure
	

	
	
	MCFP re Fire Ext Service
MCFP re Fire Exit Inspection 
	£132.82

£  39.60


Playground

	Income
	
	Expenditure
	

	
	
	Playsafety re RoSPA Inspection
	£78.00


Sub Station Lease 

· New Lease now received and approved by members. Lease has been returned to our Solicitors for forwarding to SSE and our Lease premium is now awaited. 
Audit
· BDO has completed the external Audit and states ‘no matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met’ and have signed Section 3 of the Annual Return. Members noted and approved. 

· The Auditor claims to have sent a report of some other issues arising from the Audit which do not affect the opinion but this was not enclosed with the documents. The Clerk has written to BDO to request a copy and will deal as necessary when it is received.  

6. PLAYGROUND
· Report from a parishioner of apparent vandalism. Mr Fulljames spoke to the Neighbourhood Watch team and TVP has also investigated but with no positive outcome. 

· The area of the footpath from the playground to Bullmarsh nearest to Foot Lodge has been strimmed at a cost of £40.00. 
· Members noted the outcome of the annual RoSPA report which highlighted no high risk issues. The Clerk has sent a copy to Grace O’Dwyer with thanks.
7.VILLAGE HALL

· Roof area to be cleaned (Gary Pettit)

· Macmillan Coffee Morning – 26 September.  

· Christmas Bazaar will be held in December. 

· Thames Water have replaced drainage covers near the VH and repaired the surrounds. 

Roof/damp issue.

· James Dunne arranged for a further inspection of the roof and reported to Mrs Pay as to initial observations as follows:

· Main areas of damp are in line with the corner of the chimneys.

· Spread of damp is suggestive that the chimneys are blocked restricting airflow and allowing dampness to build up.

· In parts of the affected area a mix of plastic and mastic have been used instead of lead flashing, this needs to be rectified.

· Noted that the top two courses of bricks on one of the chimneys are seriously eroded and need to be replaced.  This would need scaffolding.

· To check on chimney blockages needs to drop a camera down each flue.

· Cost of camera inspection depends on the state of the chimneys. There are worries re placing a long ladder against them in case there is movement. 

· Members noted the above.
· Mrs Pay will continue to explore costs and report back.

Kitchen Fire Door/cracks in surround

· Mrs Pay has investigated the possibility of dealing with this under warranties stemming from underpinning. Ravenmead (who performed the underpinning) have gone into liquidation and the warranty demised with the company. Mrs Pay will continue to investigate options.  
· Non-slip flooring for kitchen will be explored when Fire Door issue is resolved. 

8. CORRESPONDENCE
CDC Development Management Workshop 
· This will take place on 24 September at The Garth and will cover: e.consultation, Parish Councils and the planning process and enforcement update. Mrs Pay will attend.  
Neighbourhood Policing

· Note from Bicester Police Station saying that they may not be able to provide an officer to attend Annual Parish Meetings in future. Instead they propose an annual briefing. The first briefing will take place at Bicester on 24/3/16 and the Clerk will attend. 
9. PLANNING MATTERS 

· 15/00372/F – New dwelling, land off Rectory Court. Notice of Appeal received.
· 13/01802/F – Mr D Smith – Gypsy Settlement at Caulcott. Appeal decision has found in favour of Mr Smith. 
Under Urgent Business arrangements we have responded to: 
· 14/01675/OUT – Albion Land Limited.

· Amended plans have been submitted but these make no material difference to our stance as articulated in our former responses. We have updated our October 2014 response to reflect that the Cherwell Local Plan has now been adopted and then resubmitted. 

· Councillor Mrs Fulljames stated that OCC has made a response to this application (and also previous applications). OCC is concerned that the proposed B2 (general industrial) and B8 (essentially warehousing) uses will result in very low employment in relation to the land area being used. Neither are these uses consistent with the NWB Masterplan or Policy 1 of the newly adopted Cherwell Local Plan, or in keeping with the ambitions for Bicester contained within the Oxfordshire Strategic Economic Plan. OCC prefers the building be restricted to B1 (essentially office) use.     
Consultation on closure of Household Waste Recycling Centres. (HWRC) 

· OCC is proposing to reduce the HWRC budget by £350,000 for 2017/18.
· Propose to reduce the number of sites from 7 to 3 or 4.

· Locate sites as near to centres of population as possible

· Limit as far as possible the drive times for residents.

· Members feel that given the expansion of Bicester planned for the next 15 years articulated within the adopted Cherwell Local Plan then there is an absolute necessity that an adequately sized HWRC should be sited close to that town. 
· It should be included as a condition in future planning approvals that arrangements are made for HWRCs. 
· There was concern re fly-tipping if the number of sites is reduced and replacements are not conveniently located. 

· Consultation closes on 5/10 and a full and agreed response will be made.  
· Councillor Mrs Fulljames commented that OCC confirmed that the Ardley site will close, possibly in 2017 since it is a Viridor site (not OCC) and with Viridor contracted to restore the landfill site it will not retain the HWRC. 

OCC Minerals & Waste Local Plan – Part 1 Core Strategy

· Our earlier responses to such plans have been confined to suggesting provision of an HWRC site for Bicester. We shall repeat our views on the above HRWC consultation as a response to the P1 Core Strategy. 

Cherwell District Council – Local Plan. 

· Members noted the Inspector’s Report. 

· Adopted by CDC on 20 July 2015. A hard copy of the adopted plan is held by the Clerk. 

Proposed Neighbourhood Plan – now known as Mid Cherwell Neighbourhood Plan  (MCNP)

Mr Maggs has attended a number of meetings since our last PC meeting and now reports:
· The process of preparing the MCNP is complex and is made more so by the fact that the MCNP covers 11 parishes. The Category A & B Villages are anxious to produce a plan to attempt to control the level and distribution of extra housing within their villages. MS is a Category C village so is not impacted by extra housing within its built environment but is impacted by extra traffic, particularly as a result of the Heyford Park developments.   

· The MCNP will not be confined to Housing and Traffic but will also cover Employment, Education, Health and Leisure. 
· There will need to be consultations with both the public and business within each parish to decide upon questionnaires to be used in the formation of a draft plan. 
· There will need to be further village meetings and ultimately any finalised plan will need to be voted upon in a referendum.
· There is a possibility that all 11 parishes will share in any New Homes Bonus arising out of the increased housing within the designated area of the MCNP.
· Minutes of a meeting with John Howell MP (JH) (an expert in NP procedures and concepts) which took place on 3 July have been noted by members.

· Minutes of a meeting of the MCNP Forum on 30 July were noted by members. 
· The above meeting had decided upon a new structure to progress the plan. An Executive Committee (EC) has been formed to take forward the detailed work reporting back to the main forum which would agree further actions to be taken. The executive group comprises Upper Heyford PC, Steeple Aston PC and in view of our particular interest in Transport and Traffic issues, Middleton Stoney PC. Members ratified the position of MSPC on the EC.  
· The EC met again on 6 August and the wider forum will meet on 16 September.  Mr Maggs and Mr Champion will attend for MSPC. 
· A confidential possible 1st draft of the MCNP has been circulated to members for information only at this stage.
· The EC will meet with Adrian Colwell of CDC on 28 September and Adrian Colwell has produced a guidance note relating to what he sees as some of the requirements for the development of a NP. These notes have been copied to members for information. 
· Professional help will be required which will need to be paid for. ORCC has quoted in excess of £9000 for assisting and members have been copied with this. Central funding for this may be available and this is being investigated. 
EP Barrus Ltd  - 14/02025/HYBRID
· This application remains to be determined by CDC Planning Committee in due course and it is proposed that our objections will be circulated to members of the Planning Committee immediately prior to the meeting. 
Smiths – Dewars Farm Quarry 
· Councillor Mrs Fulljames and Mrs Pay will attend the next Liaison Group meeting on 16 September. 
10. OXON CC
In addition to her comments elsewhere Councillor Mrs Fulljames reported: 

Budget.

· Savings have amounted to £204million since 2011 and there is a further £88million already identified by 2018. Another £60 million budget savings are to be identified which will bring the total to £352million.  

· Social Care is the major user of resources and this represents the biggest challenge with 50% of the OCC budget being utilised in this area serving only 2% of the population. 

· OCC have now linked with Hampshire CC to undertake back-office work. This will save some £805,000 per annum.

· Mr Maggs commented that there could be savings made to the transport bill. Apparently some £9.5million is paid by OCC to provide taxis to transport children to and from school. Acknowledged that some of these children have very special needs but that there could be a more efficient and cost effective solution other than providing commercially operated taxis.  

Viridor - Incinerator
· Councillor Mrs Fulljames will place a note in ABC to invite up to 30 parishioners to attend a site visit on 2 October between 3.30pm and 5.30pm. Places will be allocated on a first come first served basis. 
· There will be a more flexible arrangement re our attendees at future Liaison Group meetings. 
Subsidised Bus Services and Dial a Ride. 
· OCC is proposing changes to the above services and has listed a number of proposed modifications and changed priorities which were outlined in minutes of 6/7. A public consultation is about to close and Middleton Stoney Parish Council has made a full response criticising the methodology of the OCC analysis but making a strong case to retain Service 25A which serves our village. The response has been copied to our local MP, the OCC portfolio holder for transport, our County and District Councillors, ORCC and Upper Heyford Parish Council.

Roadworks
· Wolvercote and Cuttesloe works already dispruptive but will last for at least another year. 

Childrens Services
· Consultation has been launched re changes to these services. There are currently some 44 Children’s Centres and 7 Early Intervention Services. The preferred option is to replace these with 8 ‘Children and Family Resource Centres’ which will be developed to focus on the most vulnerable.  

· There will be consultation as to the exact location of the new centres but the likelihood is they will be located at Banbury, Bicester, Witney, Abingdon, Didcot and 3 in Oxford. 

· Savings of £8million will be made from the current budget of £16million. 

· OCC would encourage local ‘self help’ initiatives. She stated that there had been a number of such initiatives in the past.  
11. CHERWELL DC
No report.

12. TRAFFIC
Weight limit on B430. 
· Formal request to Ardley with Fewcott and Weston-on-the-Green Parish Councils was sent in an attempt to arrange a meeting to progress lobbying OCC for such a limit to deter through traffic from using the B430 as a shortcut to J10 of M40 or A43 and south to the A34. WotG have responded to say they would be interested. Still no response from AwF but Councillor Mrs Fulljames will take this up when she visits AwF PC and our letter has been copied to her. Our letter has now been sent to the new Clerk, Stuart Deakin.       
Community Speedwatch
· No further news as to when the first event will take place but the Clerk will liaise with Simon Pettit.    
13. PARISHIONERS’ COMMENTS
Village Web-site
· An early version of a new website www.middletonstoney.com has been produced. Kath Moss continues to liaise with the Clerk and a meeting has been held with parties who are supplying content. . 
14. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

None
15. NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Monday 9 November at 7.00pm in the Village Hall. 

Meeting closed at 8.45pm          

PAGE  
235

