MIDDLETON STONEY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON MONDAY 22 SEPTEMBER 2014 AT 7.30PM

Present:

Mr A J Fulljames






Chairman

Mrs C Allmond

Mrs D Pay
Mr P Maggs

Mr P Brown

Councillor Mrs Fulljames (part)




OCC

Mr A F Hickman






Clerk

1. APOLOGIES

None.
2. COMMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH

· PC Chris Kidd of Thames Valley Police provided a briefing on this initiative. Briefly, it is a traffic monitoring scheme that is co-ordinated by the Police and the local highway authorities but managed by and run by volunteers within a village/ community. 
· Volunteers are trained to use a detection device (provided by the village at its own cost) to monitor the speeds of vehicles travelling through areas within their village.
· Locations for monitoring speed are selected from sites suggested by the village, based on where there is most local concern. The nominated sites are risk assessed by the Police.

· The registration numbers of speeding vehicles (e.g. 35mph or over in a 30mph limit) are recorded and then entered on to a Police database. 

· Warning letters are then sent to the offenders stating that they have been reported for speeding. Three warning letters to one single offender will result in a visit from the Police and possibly more formal action. 
· PC Kidd reported that Ardley and Bucknell parishes are already taking part. 

· Extensive briefing notes were left with us and will be circulated to members with a view to deciding whether we should proceed with this. Naturally, it will depend for its success on the committed and regular involvement of a number of volunteers if it is to be effective. 

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

None 

4. MINUTES
Minutes of meeting of 28 July 2014 were approved. 

5. MATTERS ARISING
Entrance gates to Village
· Painting of entrance gates now complete. Clerk states replacement cost of each gate - circa £250.00. Members agreed no need to take out specific insurance to cover replacement cost. 
Aircraft Noise
· No response received from Brize Norton. There have though been several other instances of aircraft overflying the village and when these dates and times are given to the Clerk he will write again. 

Blocked Drains 
· Thames Water responded to our letter stating that they had received three recent calls, all of which had been responded to and the issues dealt with. The pumping station had not been out of action. TW said that if residents do experience blocked drains they should call TW first rather than a private contractor. In many instances TW will be able to deal without charge. 
Number to contact is 0800 316 9800
Surface Water Drainage
· Mr Maggs will provide photographs of the drains in Bicester Road which are blocked and the Clerk will wrote to Highways department. 
6. FINANCE
Since the last meeting receipts and payments were: 
General Fund

	Income
	
	Expenditure
	

	
	
	Tom Batten (re White Gates) 
	£420.00


Playground
	Income
	
	Expenditure
	

	
	
	Playsafety (re RoSPA Report) 
	£  78.00


Sub Station Lease 

· Legal arrangements are still proceeding. Apparently our solicitor is still awaiting an undertaking re costs from SSE. The Clerk has again contacted the Wayleaves Officer for SSE to ask him to expedite this matter.  
Bank Mandate  
· New Mandate is now in place. Signatories are now any two of Mr A J Fulljames, Mrs D Pay, Mr P Maggs. 
Maturity of £4000, 5% Treasury Stock 2014
· Re investment has taken place in £2845.15 of 8% Treasury Stock at a price of £137.58. Total cost was £4000 including accrued interest purchased of £57.84 and fees of £27.81.

7. PLAYGROUND
· RoSPA report had indicated no High Risk issues needing attention. Mrs O’Dwyer has received a copy. 
· Mrs O’Dwyer has reported that the litter bin near the Playground is increasingly being used by dog walkers to dispose of dog waste and on occasion she has had to empty the bin herself. The Clerk has assured Mrs O’Dwyer that she should not have to empty the bin and has written to CDC to seek confirmation that the bins in the village, no matter what the contents, are emptied regularly as agreed and bin liners replaced.

· She enquired as to whether a specified Dog Bin could be supplied. This matter has been discussed in the past but, on balance, the members felt it would not provide specific Dog Bins since there would need to be more than one (provided at a cost to the parish) to cover the whole village, the cost of servicing has to be met by the parish and not the Local Authority and in any event, members feel it is the responsibility of dog owners to dispose of dog waste themselves.  

· Members wish to make it known that it is not appropriate for dog waste to be placed in general litter bins. 

8.VILLAGE HALL
· Vegetation around Village Hall has been cleared .
· A copy of the new Hiring Agreement has been received and will be circulated to members. 

· VH Sign – decision still awaited.

9. CORRESPONDENCE
· Members noted a communication from ‘Better Broadband for Oxfordshire’ which stated that much of the parish is within the programme with work scheduled for completion by the end of 2015. More information is available at www.betterbroadbandoxfordshire.org.uk.

10. PLANNING MATTERS 
Cherwell District Council – Local Plan. 

· Following the suspension of the Examination in Public, CDC circulated a list of modifications on 22 August, principally increases in housing numbers, for consultation with a closing date of 3 October.  In total the number of houses for Cherwell over the plan period (2011-2031) is to increase to 22840 an increase of 6050 over the initial plan. 

· Amongst the modifications it is proposed to allow a further 1600 houses at Heyford Park (formerly RAF Upper Heyford) in addition to the planning permission already in place. In total therefore the modification proposes that by 2031 there will be a development of 2421 houses on Heyford Park in addition to the 314 properties already there. 

· Development of this magnitude will have a serious impact on traffic in our village with traffic travelling East from the site to Bicester or to Oxford via A34.All such traffic will use the crossroads and the traffic lights are already working at capacity at many times of the day especially peak times and it is acknowledged within the consultation papers that if the development is allowed then there will have to be significant ‘mitigation’ to alleviate traffic problems in the village.

· Members agreed our response, to be submitted as a part of the consultation, indicating that we do not find the proposals for Heyford Park sustainable, given that exhaustive analysis of this site during public inquiries in 2008 and since, have all concluded that a development of around 1000 dwellings (i.e. the existing planning permission) was considered the maximum sustainable number. 

· The OCC Transport assessment is still awaited.

· The modifications are to be discussed at a CDC Council Meeting of 20 October. The Chairman will be present in his capacity as a District Councillor and will speak. Mr Maggs will speak as a representative of the parish. 
Dorchester Group (DG) - Heyford Park (HP) – Proposed Neighbourhood Plan (NP)  

· CDC has acknowledged that it has received an application for the designation of a ‘Neighbourhood Area’ to be known as ‘Mid-Cherwell’ which defines the area of the potential neighbourhood plan. Middleton Stoney is included within the boundary for the time being. 
· For the moment it is agreed that we will remain a participant in the process notwithstanding the issues arising from the Local Plan modifications mentioned above. Mr Maggs is to attend a meeting with CDC and other parishes at Bodicote on 17 October.  
Smiths of Bletchington
· MW.0058/14 – Surface Water Management Plan – now approved.
· MW.0074/14 and MW.0077/14 – Incinerator Bottom Ash Aggregate (IBAA) Storage. Planning application for the storage of IBAA from the Ardley EfW Incinerator as a contingency in the event that the EfW onsite storage capacity is exceeded. OCC has responded to our concerns and we are assured that any IBAA (whole loads or part loads) leaving the quarry will be subject to the same routeing agreement currently in place for the EfW. Councillor Mrs Fulljames stated that this application has now been approved. 
Ardley EfW – Incinerator.
· MW.0080/14 – Condition 30 – Stock proof fencing. Now approved.
· Viridor Liaison Group meetings. Councillor Mrs Fulljames commented on the poor attendance at the last meeting with only the Chairman attending to represent Middleton Stoney and no-one from Ardley or Bucknell. 
Under Urgent Business arrangements we had responded to: 
North West Bicester - Eco Town (NWB) 
· 14/01384/OUT - A2Dominion South Limited – Development of 2600 houses to the North of the Eco Town site, Banbury Road, B4100. 

· We have restated our concerns re the logic of replacing Howes Lane (currently part of the Bicester perimeter road) with a ‘single carriageway, low speed’ road through the new site. If this new road is also subject to traffic calming measures then it will be wholly unsuitable as a perimeter road especially for HGVs and undermines the usefulness of the newly created Vendee Drive. 

11. OXON CC
In addition to her comments noted elsewhere, Councillor Mrs Fulljames reported:

· The full extent of the expansion to Bicester proposed as part of the Local Plan and its modifications must be considered. She felt that the expansion which, when complete, would see the population of Bicester rise to 50,000 (the second largest town in Oxfordshire)  was taking place without any regard for the effect it would have upon surrounding rural neighbourhoods. She and the other OCC Councillors representing Bicester were making strong representations to CDC to stress the high level of need for proper infrastructure, including appropriate standard of new roads, medical facilities and education provision. 

· The level crossing on the London Road, Bicester is likely to be closed for 40 minutes in every hour as a result of the East/West Rail link with significant congestion for traffic approaching Bicester from the Southeast.    

12. CHERWELL DC
Councillor Andrew Fulljames stated that much CDC time was being devoted to the Local Plan. As had been noted elsewhere the effects of this will be felt in our village.   
13. TRAFFIC
· Weight limit on Northbound B430. The Chairman has attempted to liaise with Ardley with Fewcott and Weston-on-the-Green Parish Councils to progress lobbying of OCC and will continue to pursue this.  
· Following the concerns expressed at the last meeting regarding speeding traffic on the Heyford Road, enquires have been of Highways Department re possible mitigation.

· Extra signage, even if it were available within Highways budgets, is considered to have little effect on overall speed levels and the same may be said of further road markings. 

· The cost of a Vehicle Activated Sign is prohibitive (up to £5000 per unit plus ongoing costs) given the extent of the problem. Again the Highways  Department experience is that statistics do not support a significant drop  in overall speeds as a result of the introduction of a VAS.

· Viridor Credits do not consider that funding of a VAS would meet its charitable criteria.   

· Other more stringent traffic calming measures such as speed bumps and or chicanes were not considered appropriate for our village.
· A possible mitigation may exist in the volunteer led Speedwatch project mentioned under Agenda Item 2 and members are to consider this.  

Traffic to and from Dewars Farm Quarry

· Members and other parishioners have noted the extensive amount of HGV traffic passing through our village to and from the Quarry especially over the last three months. 
· Councillor Mrs Fulljames has been in contact with Smiths concerning the state of the roads (mud and dust) and speed and volume of traffic. 
· Mrs Allmond reported that in a 50 minute period last week she counted  35 such lorries. 
· Smiths report that the increase in HGV traffic is due to the transportation of aggregate to supply the work on the East/West Rail Link (Phase 1, Bicester Town to Oxford). The B430/B4030 are designated ‘primary road networks’.   

· Councillor Mrs Fulljames is concerned that there is no routeing agreement in place  Northwest of the A34/A41 and neither was MSPC consulted on the issue. This is not the fault of Smiths but she will seek an explanation from OCC.

· It is acknowledged that Smiths own lorries are generally considerate and observant of speed limits and we are assured that Smiths monitor their vehicles via a GPS system.

· There are however, 3 other contractors who are not so considerate with many anecdotal reports of excessive speed and loads not being adequately sheeted etc. After discussion of these issues, the Clerk was asked to liaise with Martin Layer of Smiths to seek completed details of these other contractors with a view to writing to them to complain and to seek their future co-operation in observing speed limits and load protection. He will also seek Martin Layer’s assurance that road cleaning will be undertaken more often and also extend into Bicester Road. Post the meeting it is confirmed that this is now being done.
· Martin Layer has stated that he believes the level of HGV traffic will ‘subside in November’ after this particularly intensive period of activity. 
14. PARISHIONERS’ COMMENTS
· A resident had reported to Councillor Mrs Fulljames ‘dust’ deposits at their property and wondered if they might be particles emitted from the Incinerator. He had contacted the EfW which reports that emissions are well within permitted levels. Members felt it was more likely to be dust from the aggregate lorries mentioned above and exacerbated by the long period of dry weather we have experienced recently. However, Councillor Mrs Fulljames will follow up for the resident.  
15. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
· With the new Bank Mandate now in place Mrs Allmond has reiterated her desire to stand down. However, she has agreed to remain in place until the elections next May. The Chairman thanked her for her co-operation.  

15. NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on 10 November 2014 at 7.30pm
Meeting closed at 9.08pm        
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