MIDDLETON STONEY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING & AGM HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON WEDNESDAY 8 MAY 2013 COMMENCING AT 8.10PM

Present:

Mr A J Fulljames






Chairman

Mrs C Allmond

Mrs D Pay
Mr P Brown
Councillor Mrs Fulljames 





OCC

Mr A F Hickman






Clerk

1. ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Proposed by Mrs Pay and seconded by Mrs Allmond, Mr Fulljames was re-elected chairman. Proposed by Mr Fulljames and seconded by Mrs Pay, Mrs C Allmond was re-elected vice-chairman.  
2. APOLOGIES 

Mr P Maggs. Councillor Shouler. 

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

None 

4. MINUTES
The minutes of meeting of 4 March 2013 were approved. 

5. MATTERS ARISING

None.
6. FINANCE 
Risk Assessment & Management (financial) for the period 1 April 2012 – 31 March 2013 had been reviewed by members and was signed off. A Review of effectiveness of Internal Audit for the period 1 April 2012 – 31 March 2013 had been conducted and was signed off. 

Audit

The summary accounts were approved by members and Audit Sections 1 and 2 were signed. 

The accounts had been internally audited and Audit Section 3 had been signed by the internal auditor. Council recorded its thanks to Ian Amos and the clerk will write. [Clerk written 9.5.2013].

The Clerk reported that Smith & Sons had provided a grant of £644.79. Members recorded their appreciation and the Clerk has already written to Smiths expressing our thanks.   
The Clerk reported that the Annual Insurance premium (due 1 June) had been requested. This amounted to £728.96 and represents the third year of the 3 year arrangement put in place in 2011.      
Since the last meeting (including the above) receipts and payments were: 
General Fund:

	Income
	
	Expenditure
	

	Bank Interest

PO Rent 4th Quarter  
Precept (1st instalment)

Smith & Sons – Grant

Tfr from Playground a/c (re Ins)
	£      1.29
£      3.00

£1652.77

£  644.79

£  146.00
	Transfer to Playground re unallocated Smiths Grant (2012) 

Safe Custody Fee 
Broker Network re Insurance   
	£  624.74
£      1.00 

£  728.96


Village Hall Maintenance Fund

	Income
	
	Expenditure
	

	PO Rent 4th Quarter
Big Society Fund grant
	£   75.00

£ 350.00 
	
	


Playground
	Income
	
	Expenditure
	

	Transfer from General Fund
Interest Tsy 5% 2014

Big Society Fund Grant
	£  624.74
£  100.00 

£  900.00
	Tfr to General Fund re Insurance
Colin Gardiner re moles
	£   146.00
£     30.00


Investment Strategy 
Members discussed briefly the possible investment in gilts of the £1000 held in the Sub Station Lease Account. Decision deferred until later in the year when there is a prospect of further rental income being received re the sub-station site.  
7. PLAYGROUND
· The Clerk confirmed that a grant of £900 had been received from the OCC Big Society Fund to cover the cost of 3 picnic tables. Mrs O’Dwyer has ordered these. 
· The repair to the gate has been completed and invoice of £280 was approved.   
· The mole infestation has been dealt with at a cost of £30.00. 

· Cost of repairs to the Rocking Horse seat of £33.00 was approved.

· Cost of materials to undertake repainting as part of the spring clean of £169.92 was approved.    

8.VILLAGE HALL

· Members noted that a copy of the accounts for the Village Hall Management Committee for the year ended 31 March 2013 had been received showing a cash balance of £3939.54. A copy of the accounts will be circulated. 
· Mrs Pay has obtained one quote for external painting but needs to clarify what exactly is covered. She will also now obtain two further quotes for comparison as soon as possible. 

Village Hall Sign

· The Clerk confirmed that a grant of £350 had been received from the OCC Big Society Fund to cover the cost of a wall sign for the Village Hall and this would be dealt with by the VH Management Committee.  
Flagstaff. 
· A Flagstaff and Union Flag had been purchased from surplus Diamond Jubilee funds. There was some discussion as to its suitability and Mr Maggs will inspect the flag staff and report back. 
Ownership of Village Hall 

· In the absence of Mr Maggs, a discussion on the ownership status of the village hall was deferred until the next meeting.   
9. CORRESPONDENCE
· Note received from Bicester & Kidlington Ramblers Footpath Working offering help with clearing and maintaining public footpaths. Members noted but did not wish to take this forward.
· Members did not wish to register the Village Hall as a Heritage Asset.
· Review of subsidised Bus Services had been completed. Services broadly maintained  but new timetables effective 2 June 2013 awaited. 
· Note from ABC parish magazine offering a sum of £800 to the parish to undertake a specific project to benefit the village. The Clerk will circulate for comment and suggestions. 
· Note from CDC stating that this parish is entitled to a New Homes Bonus Grant of £527 to recognize that it has ‘taken housing growth’. This was queried since there has been no new housing development in MS and the Chairman will investigate via CDC. [Since the meeting the Chairman reports that a number of other parishes have also queried this and CDC will investigate].  
10. PLANNING MATTERS 
Agrivert

Members noted the minutes of the liaison group meeting of November 2012. A further Liaison group meeting took place on 12 March 2013.    
Ardley EfW – Incinerator.

· The application re roofing materials to fulfill Condition 33 under MW.0040/13 was considered at OCC Planning Committee on 15 April. Meeting took place between parishes and Viridor prior to the meeting and the matter was also discussed at the Viridor Liaison Group meeting on 21 March. A consensus view reached that the roofing material should be in ‘organic patina’ and the vertical cladding in ‘goosewing grey’.  A schedule of materials including the roofing and cladding as noted above has now been approved. 
· Members had seen a copy of a lengthy letter dated 24 March sent by OCC to Viridor which expresses concerns that development is progressing at the site without various conditions having been discharged. Members welcomed the stance of OCC in ensuring that planning consents should be strictly complied with. 

· MW.0143/12 – Condition 46 and Condition 67. Further information received re surface water drainage and management. Comment has been submitted expressing concerns re possible flooding of Gagle Brook and stating that officers should be guided fully by Environment Agency (which is better equipped to challenge the applicant’s assumptions and calculations) before making a decision.  

Fewcott Wind Farm  
· Appeal re condition 21 upheld.

· Appeal re condition 22 dismissed. Effectively therefore, no development can take place until Oxford Airport and CAA is satisfied that radar mitigation measures can be implemented  to ensure that operations are safe when wind turbines are operational. 
Albion Land
· 12/01153/OUT - Environmental Impact Assessment received. This did nothing to change members’ views and we have responded by re-iterating our former objections. The Chairman commented that the application is likely to go before the CDC Planning Committee on 16 May 2013.  
Cherwell Local Plan.

· Changes made to the plan as a result of the earlier consultation are now being consulted upon. Members noted the reduction in the housing allocation to the group of villages including Middleton Stoney had been reduced to 96. In response to the latest consultation only one further comment had been made and that was to urge the provision of a green buffer zone to the North West of the proposed Eco town to extend to the M40 to prevent ‘urban creep’.  
Under Urgent Business arrangements we had responded to:
· 13/00343/F – Heyfordian School Trust (Free School) - Change of use of building 583.  No Objections.  
11. OXON CC
The Chairman welcomed Councillor Mrs Fulljames as the newly elected County Councillor for the expanded Ploughley Divison which now includes Middleton Stoney. 

Councillor Mrs Fulljames had been pleased to be re-elected but commented that in line with the national picture turnout for the County Council elections had been low. She will be pleased to represent Middleton Stoney and will attend our Parish Council meetings to deliver her reports in future but with some 22 villages in her Division she may not always be able to stay for the whole meeting. 
She referred briefly to the recent issue over the roofing and cladding materials for the Ardley EfW but that there was likely to be further local concern re the issue of external lighting at the site. No planning application has yet been seen regarding the provision of external lighting but will need to be carefully considered when it does appear.
The issue of slow broadband speed in rural areas is being addressed by OCC in response to complaints, particularly from small rural businesses.  

12. CHERWELL DC
Councillor Mr Fulljames reiterated part of his report to the Annual Parish Meeting:
· The Ardley recycling centre will remain open for the foreseeable future. 

· Sainsburys Town Centre development will open this summer. 
· Members continued to express their concerns re the new road layout in Bicester.   

13. TRAFFIC

40 MPH Speed Limit on B430 north of Middleton Stoney
· Councillor Shouler had reported that his request for an extension to the 30MPH speed limit had been refused. However, members had not requested any change in the 30MPH limit but had requested an extension of the 40MPH limit to the north of the Dewars Farm entrance. The Clerk will send a copy of our original note to Councillor Mrs Fulljames to see whether she may take this matter up again. [Clerk; sent 10.5.13].  

14. PARISHIONERS’ COMMENTS
None.

15. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
· The footpath from School Lane to the Church is fenced from the road and a concrete post is broken causing the fencing to sag. The Clerk had written to Highways Department but they have checked their land records and state that it is not on their land and thus not their responsibility. The Clerk will now write to Mr Watkins. [Clerk: written 11 May 2013].  

· Street light outside VH is now working.  
· The last meeting of the Smiths Parish Liaison group took place in April 2012. Mrs Pay will write to Smiths to suggest that a further meeting takes place this year.    

16. NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on Monday 8 July 2013 commencing at 7.30pm.
Meeting closed at 9.00m.    
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