MIDDLETON STONEY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON MONDAY 4 JULY 2016 AT 7.00pm 
Present:

Mr A J Fulljames






Chairman

Mrs D Pay



Mr P Brown

Mr W Champion

Councillor Mrs Fulljames





OCC 

Mr A F Hickman






Clerk

1 Parishioner
1. APOLOGIES

Councillor Corkin
2. CO-OPTION OF NEW PARISH COUNCILLOR

As mentioned at the last meeting, we now have three vacancies, two unfilled at the 2015 election and another following the departure of Mr Maggs. The Chairman proposed that Mr Stewart Moore of School Lane, be co-opted to the Parish Council and this was seconded by Mrs Pay and unanimously agreed. The Chairman welcomed Mr Moore to the parish council and he joined the meeting.   
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
None 
4. MINUTES
Minutes of meeting of 17 May were approved
5. MATTERS ARISING

Subsidised Bus Services

· OCC inform that Thames Travel tendered for the 25A route and were successful. Changed timetable effective 24 July – once per hour service, Mon-Sat. Late service – 23.20 from Oxford on Fri & Sat will no longer operate. 

Queen Elizabeth II – 90th Birthday
· Event took place with mixed weather on 12 June. Over 100 villagers attended the events to mark the birthday and the village barbecue. The Chairman thanked Mrs Pay and her team of volunteers for organizing the event. A grant from CDC was utilised to offset some of the cost and there will be a profit of some £600 for village hall funds.

Aircraft Noise 
· The Chairman and Mr Champion together with a resident of Middleton Park met with Flt. Lt. Charlotte Dooley, Officer Commanding, RAF Weston-on-the-Green re issues of aircraft noise which we continue to experience from time to time. Pilots have instructions to avoid taking off over MS except in emergencies but it was conceded that this year a new group of pilots were providing the service and activity is being monitored by RAF.  Aircraft are now fitted with recorders to track flights and as long as we can supply details of any perceived infractions (date/time) then RAF will use those recorders to check. RAF conceded that Middleton Park had not featured in its plans as part of the village and thus was not part of the controlled zone. This has now been amended. RAF assures us that it wishes to be good neighbours and will keep noise levels to a minimum whilst not compromising the safety or effectiveness of their operations.  
6. FINANCE

Since the last meeting receipts and payments were: 
General Fund

	Income
	
	Expenditure
	

	Bank Interest 

PO Rent 1st qtr

Smith & Sons Grant
CDC Granst QE II B’day.

CDC Hall Hire Election


	£      2.03
£      3.00

£  685.02
£  250.00
£  130.00

	MSVH Man Com re elect hire

Mrs Hughes (QEII B’day exps) 
Mrs Pay (QEII B’day exps) Music (QEII B’Day)
R Makari (QEII B’day exps)
Arrochar (QEII B’day exps)
Refund -CDC (QEII underspend grant) 
	£ 130.00
£   23.50
£   28.73
£ 100.00
£   13.75
£   42.00
£     4.77


Village Hall

	Income
	
	Expenditure
	

	PO Rent 1st qtr
	£   75.00
	MCFP – Fire Ext Service
	£   45.94


Playground- Treasury Stock Interest Account
	Income
	
	Expenditure
	

	Interest 8% Tsy 2021
	£  113.80
	 
	


Bank

· Mandate appointing the Chairman, Mrs Pay and Mr Champion had been forwarded to Barclays and awaits ratification. 

7. PLAYGROUND
· Await report from Mrs O’Dwyer. RoSPA report also due in July. 
8.VILLAGE HALL

· Members noted the annual accounts of the Village Hall Management Committee

· Hatch to roof area to be secured by Gary Pettit.
Roof/damp issue.
· Mrs Pay is pursuing a further quote for repair to chimney brickwork etc.
Kitchen Fire Door/cracks in surround
· InsideOut has yet to commence work agreed. Mrs Pay will chase.  
Window Frames  
· InsideOut has yet to commence work agreed. Mrs Pay will chase.  
Grass cutting 
· Mrs Pay will ask Desmond Bishop to cut and clear grass at rear of the hall.  
· Members noted that CDC had cleared weeds etc. from the front of the hall.  

9. CORRESPONDENCE
Agrivert.
· Some correspondence had been received re recurrence of smells from the composting facility. Councillor Mrs Fulljames has dealt with the issue. 

· Any resident experiencing odour issues can report directly to the Environment Agency hotline 0800 807060 and Agrivert does encourage  this. 
10. PLANNING MATTERS 

14/01675/OUT -Albion Land
· This deferred application came before CDC Planning Committee on 9 June and Councillor Mrs Fulljames attended and spoke against the application. After a debate our former District Councillor, Lynn Pratt, proposed refusal and this was endorsed by the committee with only one vote against. We do not yet know whether the developer will appeal the decision.  
Housing at Kirtlington- Gladman Developments 

· Members noted a briefing note from Pegasus summarising the Appeal decision and commenting also upon the possible impact of CDC falling short of its five year housing land supply.    

11.MID CHERWELL NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

· Members noted various papers circulated. Details of all published papers may be accessed on the MCNP website – www.mid-cherwell.org.

· Further village involvement has taken place. A questionnaire was circulated circulated to villages outlining the draft policies on:

· Transport related issues

· Development related issues

· Housing related issues

· Social Infrastructure

· Technical Infrastructure. 

· Villagers have responded using the ‘drop box’ at the village barbecue on 12 June and by other means and these responses have been fed to MCNP. 

· Following Mr Maggs’ departure, the Chairman will attend future MCNP Executive and Forum meetings supported by Mr Champion and Mr Champion will continue to represent us on the Traffic and Transport working group. 

12. OXON CC
Councillor Mrs Fulljames reported:

· OCC is contemplating further Park & Ride facilities. She encouraged the use of the facility on Vendee Drive which is used by visitors to Bicester Village but also runs buses to Oxford. 

· Grass cutting 
· Controversial issue across the county. MS has received complaints from parishioners re the pavement on Bicester Road and the Clerk had already reported this to OCC Highways Department. Thames Valley Police have advised us of an obscured speed limit sign on Heyford Road which if not visible could compromise their ability to prosecute. It is not clear whether OCC have conducted the first of the two cuts they have promised us although it is believed some cutting was done in March – before grass growth commenced and there has been some cutting at road junctions. 
· The damaged Chevron signs at 3 Post Corner and at Park Farm corner were also mentioned. These had been reported to OCC but no action or response had been received.

· The Chairman asked Councillor Fulljames if she would intercede with Highways Department over these issues. Councillor Fulljames said that if visibility at junctions was restricted by uncut grass then this should be reported to her or the Chairman. 

Upper Heyford 
· Councillor Mrs Fulljames said that she continues to be copied with numerous applications emanating from the former RAF base. However, MSPC has not been consulted on a formal application since April 2015 although we are a consultee. The Clerk will write to CDC to seek clarification as the position with regard to any recent applications which we should have seen. 
Public Service re-organisation in Oxfordshire.
· Members noted further various papers circulated by both CDC and OCC and there was further discussion. 

· OCC has appointed Grant Thornton and the five districts have appointed Pricewaterhouse Coopers to report on their proposals. 

· The Chairman and Councillor Fulljames attended a workshop in Bicester on 21 June. Feedback from that meeting and the reports mentioned above will inform the production of a report to Department for Communities and Local Government in the Autumn. 

· It is understood that there will be public consultation before that report is submitted and we shall have an opportunity to respond. 
13. CHERWELL DC
Parish Liaison Meeting 

· PLM took place on 8 June. Mrs Pay attended and presentation notes had been circulated and noted by members.  
14. TRAFFIC
Weight limit on B430. 
· Formal request to Ardley with Fewcott and Weston-on-the-Green Parish Councils was sent in an attempt to arrange a meeting to progress lobbying OCC for such a limit to deter through traffic from using the B430 as a shortcut to J10 of M40 or A43 and south to the A34. The Chairman will pursue this.        
15. PARISHIONERS’ COMMENTS
· Mr Watkins of Villiers Park has been asked to clear the path from School Lane to the Church.

· A loose kerb stone has been reported in the car park area to the rear of Bullmarsh Close. It is believed that this particular area is the responsibility of CDC and Mrs Pay will inspect and report back. 

· Comment was made as to the number of ad-hoc signs secured to speed limit and other road signs. These are generally needless, unsightly and should be removed.  
16. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

· Mrs Pay raised the issue of volunteers to help with the various village organisations, particularly Parish Council and Village Hall Committee, PCC,  Churchyard maintenance etc. She and the Clerk will liaise on the production of a leaflet for approval by the PC to elicit further help from within the community. 
17. NEXT MEETING
· The next meeting will be held on 5 Sept 2016 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall. 

· The Chairman said he would like the meeting dates for the remainder of the parish year and to include the APM of 2017 to be fixed. The Clerk will circulate possible dates for approval. 

Meeting closed at 7.55pm
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