 MIDDLETON STONEY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON MONDAY 8 JANUARY 2018 AT 7.00pm 
Present:

Mr A J Fulljames






Chairman

Mrs D Pay
Mr Brown





Mr W Champion

Mr S Moore

Miss R Makari

Mr C Vadivale 

Mr A F Hickman






Clerk

1.APOLOGIES
None
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
None  
3. MINUTES
Minutes of meeting of 6 November 2017 were approved.
4. MATTERS ARISING

Grass Cutting
· The formal agreement seen by members in draft form in August has now been received and it was formally agreed that we should now enter into the arrangement. Two copies were signed on behalf of the Parish Council by the Chairman and Vice Chairman. For the record:

·  grass within the White Gates is to be cut no less than twice per year – once in late Spring and once in late Autumn (May-November). 

· we shall be paid  for this work some £408.97 annually in advance. 
· grass around the White Gates should also be strimmed.
· Mr Brown has agreed to liaise with the contractor accordingly.     

New Clerk
· The Chairman reports that there are two possible candidates for this role, one of whom lives in the village, the other is already Clerk to a neighbouring Parish but does not live in the village. The Chairman will speak to both parties and with a view to finalising the position by our March meeting. 
5. FINANCE

Since the last meeting receipts and payments were: 
General Fund

	Income
	
	Expenditure
	

	PO Rent 3rd Qtr 
	£      3.00
	Mr Fulljames re British Legion wreath

	£30.00


Village Hall Maintenance Fund
	Income
	
	Expenditure
	

	PO Rent 3rd Qtr
	£ 75.00
	
	


Precept
· CDC require our submission no later that 22 January 2018. A Budget for 2018/19 had been prepared and circulated to Members prior to the meeting. This reflects the potential increase in salary for the new Clerk but by reducing the amounts annually set aside for Village Hall and Playground maintenance it has been possible to keep any increase in Precept to a modest level. Reserves remain healthy and will be sufficient to accommodate work on the Village Hall and a possible contribution towards replacement of equipment at the Playground. 
· After discussion it was agreed to set a Precept of £3700.00 for 2018/19. As is normal the level of Precept will be reassessed next year in the light of circumstances prevailing at that time. 
6. PLAYGROUND
Playground improvements 

· In mid November Mrs O’Dwyer was advised that the PC may be prepared to earmark circa £5,000 as a contribution which, in addition to possible grant income of £20,000, would mean some £25,000 could be available. However, we still await plans from Playground group. Members expressed the view that the matter should be finally resolved by the Summer. 
7.VILLAGE HALL
Chimney re-pointing.
· Mrs Pay has approached 4 companies for quotations, two of whom declined to provide a quotation. Two other quotes had however been received and after discussion members agreed that best efforts had been made and that the quotation from Andy Brown of £3350 should be accepted and that the work be put in hand.     
Kitchen Fire Door - cracks in surround
· Monitoring device re cracks in the fire door surround still does not reveal further widening of cracks.   

Kitchen Floor covering and new chairs
· Mrs Pay will progress.

External Redecoration
· Work to go ahead in the summer. 

New equipment
· Mrs Pay advised:

· a new tea urn had been purchased

· a new dishwasher will be purchased

· a new waterheater will be purchased

· The cost of these has been/will be met from the Village Hall Management Committee funds.  

Christmas Bazaar 

· The ‘Festive Breakfast’ was very well attended and the event made some £402.00. The Chairman expressed his thanks to all concerned.
8. CORRESPONDENCE
Mid Cherwell Neighbourhood Plan.

· In September and in accordance with members’ wishes the Chairman wrote to MCNP to officially withdraw from the process.

· Having considered this the MCNP Executive and Forum members have now sent a letter which, in brief, asks us to reconsider the ‘benefits’ which we will be giving up and to remain a part of the MCNP but with the PC taking no active part in the Forum. This letter has been circulated to members for consideration of, inter alia, the following questions:
· Will we continue to make any financial contribution?

· Will it be assumed that we endorse the content of the plan to which we are no longer contributing?
· Will it impose restrictions and requirements upon us?

· We would have to put the plan to parishioners at a referendum (May 2018?). Would this mean that we would have to support it or merely signpost it to them for consideration?

· After further discussion members agreed that whilst were unlikely to change our view we should write to MCNP to pose the above questions before making a final decision. The Clerk will write.  

Meeting of Parishes
· Invitation received from Chesterton Parish Council for Chairman, Vice Chairman and Clerk to attend a meeting on 31 January where issues of concern may be aired/discussed. Mr Champion and the Clerk will attend. 
9. PLANNING MATTERS 

Under Urgent Business arrangements we have responded to:

· 17/02263/F – Mr & Mrs Livingstone – Kennel Lodge. No objection. 
· MW.0103/17 – Viridor Waste Management – Ardley Fields HWRC. This HWRC is due to close at the end of December 2018 in accordance with current planning permissions and the ground restored. Viridor seek to extend the permission by 7 years to retain as an HWRC and then restore by December 2026. After discussion it was decided that we should not object to this (in the absence of any alternative disposal facility) but to make the point to OCC that, as a priority, a new HWRC should be sited much nearer to Bicester especially in view of the new developments already taking place and those planned. The Clerk will respond accordingly. 
10. OXON CC
· Members noted:

· OCC report of 4 November and OCC Councillor briefing for November. 
· OCC report of 5 December and OCC Councillor briefing for December 

· Councillor Briefing re Oxford-Cambridge Expressway 

11. CHERWELL DISTRICT COUNCIL 
· The Chairman attended the Parish Liaison meeting of 8 November. Follow up notes, copies of Qs & As and the slide presentations are available on the CDC website.  
12.TRAFFIC
· Response dated 20 November to our note to OCC of 4 July and circulated to members. To date no further communication has been received from OCC. We will write again after 31 January if nothing further is heard and will also copy our County Councillor with the chain of correspondence following our July meeting. 
· Mr Champion will continue to chase Dorchester Group for a copy of the Heyford Park Masterplan. 
14. PARISHIONERS’ COMMENTS
· None to be minuted
15. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
· None to be minuted
16. NEXT MEETING

· Monday 5th March 2018 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall. 
Meeting closed at 7.55pm  
PAGE  
328

