 MIDDLETON STONEY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON MONDAY 11 SEPTEMBER 2017 AT 7.00pm 
Present:

Mr A J Fulljames






Chairman

Mrs D Pay





Mr W Champion

Mr P Brown

Mr S Moore

Mr A F Hickman






Clerk

Ms Sarah McCready (part)





MCNP

Mr Peter Stoddart (part)





MCNP


3 Parishioners
1.APOLOGIES
None. 
2. CO-OPTION OF NEW MEMBERS
The Chairman welcomed Miss R Makari and Mr S Vadivale and members agreed that they should be co-opted as members of the Parish Council with immediate effect. Membership is now complete. 
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Mr S Moore re Planning Application 17/01260/F. Did not comment or vote.  
4. MINUTES
Minutes of meeting of 3 July 2017 were approved.
5. MATTERS ARISING

Grass Cutting
· A cut has taken place as agreed at our last meeting. Members also noted that OCC had undertaken a cut both within the village and areas outside the White Gates. 
· Members have seen a legal agreement supplied by OCC together with details of the areas to be maintained. This is required if we are to enter in an agency arrangement to cut those areas in future. For reference the areas are all within the White Gates. There was some discussion but a decision has been deferred until the next meeting. If we do proceed we will need to enter into the legal agreement by end of February 2018.
6. FINANCE

Since the last meeting receipts and payments were: 
General Fund

	Income
	
	Expenditure
	

	PO Rent 1st Qtr 


	£   3.00

	VHMC re Election Hall Hire 


	£130.00



Village Hall Maintenance Fund
	Income
	
	Expenditure
	

	PO Rent 1st Qtr
	£ 75.00
	MCFP re Emergency light svce 

MCFP re Fire Ext service 
	£127.66
£117.00


Playground Fund

	Income
	
	Expenditure
	

	
	
	Playsafety re RoSPA report
	£ 79.80


Audit

· The Annual Return has been signed off. The high level of our reserves was again noted. 
· BDO will no longer be undertaking the annual audit but post the meeting, the Clerk has been advised that Moore Stephens will be taking over.  
7. PLAYGROUND
· RoSPA Report received. No High Risk issues. Mrs O’Dwyer has received a copy. 

· The Chairman has spoken to Mrs O’Dwyer re the extent of possible funding via Viridor Credits to cover possible playground refurbishment. No action at present until Mrs O’Dwyer brings her proposals to us. 

· Miss Makari passed over a cheque for £2000 from The Clara E Burgess Charity. This can be considered an outside donation to any playground fund raising. It will be banked by PC but be ring-fenced within ledgers to distinguish it from general funds.   

· Due to an oil leak at Foot Lodge, School Lane (adjacent to the Playground) it has been necessary to allow a company called Oracle Environmental Experts Ltd to have access to a portion of the Playground for the purpose of access to Foot Lodge to undertake remedial work and to drill exploratory boreholes to test for contamination. 
· The site will be securely fenced off during work. 
· The work started in w/c 11 September and will last three weeks. The boreholes will be monitored but it is expected that they will be decommissioned around 20 October assuming tests are clear. 
· All damage to fencing and grass etc. will be made good. 
8.VILLAGE HALL

· Members noted the VHMC Accounts for the year ended 31 March 2017. 

Chimney re-pointing.
· Mrs. Pay still awaits a fresh quote from Andy Brown and has pursued one further quotation.  
Remedial work - Window Frames/Kitchen Fire Door/cracks in surround
· InsideOut - Invoice still awaited. 
· Monitoring device re cracks in the fire door surround does not reveal further widening of cracks.   

Kitchen Floor covering and new chairs
· Mrs Pay will progress.

External Decoration 
· Mrs Pay awaits a quote from Gary Pettit plus two others.  

VHMC

· Mrs Pay reported that in spite of the addition of one new member, the VHMC remains short of committee members.  
9. CORRESPONDENCE
· Members noted the new inter-active website of ‘Fix My Street’ for the reporting of highways problems, potholes, signs etc. This may be accessed at www.fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk.

10. PLANNING MATTERS 

Under Urgent Business arrangements we have responded to:

· 17/01231/LB – Mr Marc Swan – Wilmere Lodge – No Objection. Now approved

· 17/01262/F  - Mr Leigh Vickers – Corner House, School Lane, No objection. Now approved. 
· 17/01714/F – Mr & Mrs Davenport – Stable Cottage, Middleton Park. No objection.

· 17/01600/F – Clifford Smith and Robert Butcher- Land adj to M40 & A4095, Chesterton – residential caravan site for 8 gypsy families. This application was first made in 2016 (16/01780/F) upon which we were not consulted. CDC refused the application on 19.4.17. Very little has altered to make this application acceptable and we have objected.   

Albion Land.
· 17/01090/OUT – Albion Land Two Limited. We have objected. Application has been approved by CDC. Notwithstanding the CDC approval it would appear that the public inquiry re the appeal re 14/01675/OUT to which we objected and which was refused by CDC in June 2016 will go ahead commencing 12 September. 

11. MID CHERWELL NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

· Members noted the Minutes of the Forum Meeting 12 July 2017.

· The Pre-submission plan has been produced and is being consulted upon. Members have received a complete version of the Plan. A Notice has been placed on the Parish Notice Board and on the web-site indicating that copies of the summary and Plan can be obtained from the Clerk during the consultation period which now ends on 2 October.   

Continued membership of MCNP

· The Chairman welcomed two members of the MCNP Executive – Miss Sarah McCready (SM) and Mr Peter Stoddart (PS) and invited them to join in our discussions as to whether Middleton Stoney would remain a participating member of the MCNP.

· Mr Champion (BC) read his note which had already been circulated to members and which outlined:

· that the major reason for MS joining the MCNP was to escalate our concerns and find solutions to the increasing impact of traffic stemming from developments both to the east and west of us. 

· MCNP is however, very constrained in what it can put forward as policy in this regard even though it acknowledges that MS does have a particular problem. 

· given that MS is a Category C village and thus not likely to suffer from development within its footprint then the benefits to us of remaining within the MCNP framework are peripheral.

· The Chairman stated that we needed to be comfortable that there would be demonstrable benefit to our village if we were to recommend the MCNP. 

· SM understood our concerns but believed that there was benefit to MS in working on a collaborative basis with the other parishes within the MCNP through the Community Action Plan section of the MCNP which will place particular emphasis on pilot schemes, funded by S106/CIL monies, aimed at traffic mitigation. BC said it was his belief that such pilot schemes would not prioritise MS even though its problems were of a different order of magnitude to other villages.  
· SM hoped that we would remain as a member but also did state that the masterplan for Heyford Park would include a traffic assessment and that MS would be a consultee whether or not it remained a member of MCNP.
At this point the members of the MCNP Executive left and after a further discussion members voted to withdraw from the MCNP and to pursue its own route towards potential traffic mitigation (see Agenda Item 14). The Chairman will write to the Chairman of MCNP to inform him of our decision.  

12. OXON CC
· Members noted the new arrangements for charging for DIY waste at HWRCs with effect from 1 October. There was some concern that charging for this type of waste may encourage fly-tipping. More information re charges is available online at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/chargeablewaste.
· Members also noted that W+S Recycling will manage the Ardley site with effect from 1 October. 
13. CHERWELL DISTRICT COUNCIL 
· Nothing to report.
14.TRAFFIC
· No response from OCC following our further note to them of 4 July. 
· Discussion re Mr Champion’s note of 7 August re possible mitigation measures for MS. It was decided that Hamilton Baillie, a firm of traffic analysts/consultants be invited to address a village meeting on possible measures to mitigate traffic impacts. This will cost in the region of £400.00. Mr Champion will make arrangements and invitations will be distributed to the village in due course.  
15. PARISHIONERS’ COMMENTS
· A parishioner reported a serious incidence of ‘road rage’ which had occurred in the village on the Heyford Road. Also said that the speeding of traffic on the Heyford Road was a growing problem but police speed checks on that section were rare. Asked whether a Vehicle Activated Sign could be considered. 
· The Chairman expressed his sympathies re the road rage incident which was really a criminal matter for police action but did say that the PC was actively considering what traffic slowing/calming measures could be introduced. (See Agenda item 14).
16. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
· The Chairman told the meeting that the Clerk wishes to step down with effect from end of March 2018 and a new Clerk would thus be needed. Members will consider who might be asked to fill this role which at present is without formal contract and with only a modest fee paid. If no volunteer is forthcoming by the time of the November PC meeting then a formal job advertisement will be placed. Any new Clerk is likely to require a proper contact of employment and pay rates commensurate with national guidelines for the hours worked.

· The Chairman also said that at the next PC AGM in May of 2018 he will, after serving as Chairman since May 1988, no longer wish to be considered for the role again.   
17. NEXT MEETING

· Monday 6 November at 7.00pm in the Village Hall. 
Meeting closed at 8.25pm 
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