MIDDLETON STONEY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON MONDAY 14 MARCH 2016 AT 7.00pm 
Present:

Mr A J Fulljames






Chairman

Mr P Maggs








Mr P Brown

Mr W Champion

Mr A F Hickman






Clerk

1 Parishioner (part) 

1.APOLOGIES
Councillor Mrs Fulljames, Mrs Pay, Councillor Pratt
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

None.
3. MINUTES
Minutes of meeting of 11 January 2016 were approved. 

4. MATTERS ARISING

Subsidised Bus Services

· OCC has responded to our recent letters. Answering our enquiry regarding monies from Dorchester Group (Heyford Park) they say “there is S106/CIL funding available from this development to provide a bus service linking Upper Heyford with Oxford city centre and Upper Heyford with Bicester” but do not say how much of the monies already paid has been utilised. OCC has referred us to the S106 team for an answer and the Clerk has written. 

· OCC says it has written a new draft specification for the 25A to continue and to stop in Middleton Stoney. We have asked to see a copy of this draft but OCC made no reference to it in its recent letter.  
· Email (8/3) from Phil Southall, Managing Director, Oxford Bus Company. OCC has given notice to terminate service 25 and 25A after operations on 20 July 2016. He believes that OCC will now try to procure a new service using S106 monies from Dorchester. This will go out to competitive tender for all operators to bid with the hope that a new service would commence on 21 July. He warns that the route and timetable may alter as a result.

· Mr Maggs has heard from Oxford Bus Company that the following numbers of passengers board at Middleton Stoney:
i. Average towards Bicester per week – 24 with a maximum of 8 on any one day.

ii. Average towards Oxford per week – 18 with a maximum of 9 on any one day. 
HM Queen Elizabeth 11 – 90th Birthday
· After communication with MSCC it has been agreed that the annual village barbecue be moved to the 12 June to coincide with the celebrations. It has yet to be decided what extra events may be added to the day but Mrs Pay has circulated a number of contacts for ideas and offers of help. David Cole of MSCC will need to be involved also. 

· CDC has offered grant of £250.00 (for which we have to apply) to support any event we organize and the Clerk was asked to make the application.   
Spring Clean
· Spring Clean took place over weekend of 5/6 March. 9 parishioners took part. Note of thanks from Chairman placed in ABC  
5. FINANCE
Since the last meeting receipts and payments were: 
General Fund

	Income
	
	Expenditure
	

	Vat Recovered 

	£   52.12

	Village Hall M’tce Fund Playground Fund
VHMC (Rent)

All Saints Parish Church

A F Hickman (Salary net tax)

A F Hickman (Clerks Exps)

HMRC – Tax Clerks Salary
Computerpro (Website set up)
	£1500.00
£  650.00

£    12.00

£  200.00

£  400.00

£    78.38

£  100.00

£  250.00


Village Hall

	Income
	
	Expenditure
	

	VAT Recovered
Per General Fund
	£    46.49
£1500.00
	MCPF re Em’cy Ltg Sevice 

A Brown (re chimney repairs)
	£ 108.60
£ 760.00


Playground

	Income
	
	Expenditure
	

	VAT Recovered 
Per General Fund
	£   13.00
£ 650.00
	 OPFA (re 2015)
	£   40.00


Sub Station Lease Account
	Income
	
	Expenditure
	

	Lease Premium -new Lease 2013/2034
	£1773.00
	 
	


Sub Station Lease 

· Lease received with cheque for £1773 representing the Lease Premium agreed. Noted however that SSE has quoted an incorrect commencement date of December 2014 and expiry date 2035 but should be 2013 and 2034 respectively. Our solicitor is in communication with SSE. In the meantime the cheque has been banked. 
· Members noted the balance of the SS Lease account but decided against investing this for the time being. 
Risk Assessment & Management (financial) for the period 1 April 2015 – 31 March 2016. 

· Reviewed by members and signed off. A Review of effectiveness of Internal Audit for the period 1 April 2015 – 31 March 2016 had been conducted and was signed off. 
6. PLAYGROUND
Vandalism

· TVP report - alleged suspect interviewed who denies the offence. Since the offence was not witnessed TVP will not proceed any further.
· Broken tables have been removed.

Maintenance 

· Mrs O’Dwyer has been in contact with Lapsett re repairs to climbing frame but given the passage of time since the equipment was installed spares may be difficult to obtain. She will continue to pursue a solution. 

· She has also conducted a review of the playground equipment and has suggested that some reinvestment is needed. Her comments have been circulated to members for consideration. 
· Spring Clear up is scheduled for 16 April. Note has been placed in ABC and Grace has circulated her contacts to seek assistance.   
7.VILLAGE HALL

· Hatch to roof area to be secured and various other items of general maintenance including cleaning of lights and new lampshades are in hand with Gary Pettit.
Roof/damp issue.
· Andy Brown has completed the clearing of the chimneys and has replaced the lead flashings.  
· He continues to recommend that the chimney brickwork needs remedial work and that a cowl needs to be fitted to block further ingress of birds etc. Recommends that scaffolding should be used to do this work and this will add to the cost. His quote for this extra work is some £3100. After discussion members agreed to explore obtaining an additional quote for the work and Mrs Pay will be asked to put this in hand.  
Kitchen Fire Door/cracks in surround
· InsideOut has reported:
· Recommends placing some Perspex markers over the cracks for 6 months to see what movement is showing. If it is a case of general wet/dry movement, suggest then just filling in the cracks. Could not see any movement in the underpinning holes in the ground but then it was very difficult to find them too. 
Window Frames  
· InsideOut has reported: 
· Taken pictures and will quote for cutting out the damaged wood, prime and replace and also to replace 2(?) blown windows.   
8. CORRESPONDENCE
· Members had seen a guidance note from CDC re bias in decision making. This will be filed with Code of Conduct papers for reference as necessary.   
9. PLANNING MATTERS 

Under Urgent Business arrangements we have responded to: 
· 14/01968/F  – A2 Dominion South Limited. This concerns the re-alignment of Howes Lane. Members noted amendments to the original application which we had seen in 2014. We have restated our original objections. 
15/00372/F – Mr & Mrs Sporn – Land off Rectory Close. 
· Members noted that the Planning Inspector had refused the appeal.   

14/01675/OUT – Albion Land. 
· Application came before the CDC Planning Committee on 21 January. A number of District Councillors (including Councillor Pratt) spoke against the preponderance of B8 (warehousing) included within the application. CDC Officers had recommended approval but after the debate, the Planning Committee decided to defer the decision. We now await a further application from Albion Land.    
North West Bicester – Eco Town – Supplementary Planning Document
· Discussed by CDC in full council on 22 February. Councillor James Macnamara highlighted the impact that traffic to/from the Eco-Town could have on Middleton Stoney crossroads. Councillor Barry Wood (Leader of the Council) agreed to put in hand a study, in conjunction with OCC, to assess the impact and formulate solutions. We have written to Councillor Wood to thank him for this initiative, to ask to be kept informed and offering any assistance we can. 
Mid Cherwell Neighbourhood Plan  (MCNP)
· Notes of a meeting held on 3 December 2015 between MCNP Executive and Councillor Barry Wood circulated to members and noted. 
· Minutes of Forum meeting of 12 November circulated and noted.
Mr Maggs reported:
· Village Meeting – 24 February 2016
· Representatives of OCC and the parish council plus 29 parishioners attended. 
· Mr Maggs gave a presentation outlining the purpose of the Plan and the timescales involved in its development which will culminate in a referendum on 2017. 
· Parishioners were invited to write down comments. Not surprisingly traffic and transport issues for Middleton Stoney and possible solutions formed the main topic. All the comments have been collated and will now be discussed within the MCNP Forum meetings along with those from other villages as a first step in the development of a draft plan. 
· All villages within the Plan area will be conducting similar meeting to obtain feedback from parishioners as to issues which they feel need addressing within the final plan. 
· Parishioners will be kept informed of progress and it is hoped that the first draft plan will be available by June 2016 for consultation.     
· Forum AGM – 8 March 2016

· Mr Martin Lipson – elected Chairman
· Constitution agreed and signed

· MCNP Executive consists of Dorchester Group plus PCs of Upper Heyford, Steeple Aston and Middleton Stoney. Mr Maggs & Mr Champion will continue to represent Middleton Stoney.

· Thematic working groups (Housing, Transport, Employment, Social Infrastructure, Technical Infrastructure) will continue to work to inform the draft plan.

· Funding is now required. In accordance with previous agreements we are required to pay £150.00 plus membership fee of £1.00. We shall receive an invoice in the near future. 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)
CDC commissioned consultants – Montagu Evans – to report on and propose levels of CIL. Papers re the consultation had been circulated. Members noted but we shall make no response.  
EP Barrus Ltd  - 14/02025/HYBRID
· This application remains to be determined by CDC Planning Committee in due course and it is proposed that our objections will be circulated to members of the Planning Committee immediately prior to the meeting. 
Cherwell Local Plan 2011 – 2031
· Pursuant to the adopted Local Plan CDC have circulated for consultation the following documents and responses were required by 11 March:

1. Partial Review of the Cherwell Local Plan (Part 1): Oxford’s unmet housing need – issues paper.

2. Cherwell Local Plan (Part 2): Development Management Policies and Sites – issues paper.

3. Draft Statement of Community Involvement. 

· We have concerns re item1. Briefly, the SHMA undertaken in 2014 concluded that Oxford City (OC) requires 28000 new houses by 2031 to meets it growth needs but has the potential to provide only 10212. 
· Strictures contained within the Cherwell Local Plan place an apparent  ‘duty to co-operate’ to help meet the needs of OC and CDC seeks views on whether it can or should provide some 3500 houses within Cherwell to meet the needs of OC. 

· We have responded. Briefly our stance is that if OC has a need for housing then it should be provided as close to OC as possible and not simply off-loaded to Cherwell and other Oxfordshire districts which will only add to the significant commuting which already goes on within this county. We have suggested that there should be a rigorous appraisal of brownfield and other sites within OC to accommodate housing and also an appraisal of greenbelt areas to redefine the city boundaries. 

· Members have decided not to respond to items 2 & 3 above but MCNP Forum has responded to Item 2 and a copy of that response will be circulated to members for information. 

10. OXON CC
· OCC element of the Council Tax for 2016/17 has increased by 3.99%. This figure includes 2% to assist with funding adult social care. OCC has been permitted (under the Care Act of 2014) to raise this without resort to referendum. 

11. CHERWELL DC
· Councillor Pratt has reported that CDC has passed its budget on 22 February with no increase in its share of Council Tax for 2016/17. 
12. TRAFFIC
Weight limit on B430. 
· Formal request to Ardley with Fewcott and Weston-on-the-Green Parish Councils was sent in an attempt to arrange a meeting to progress lobbying OCC for such a limit to deter through traffic from using the B430 as a shortcut to J10 of M40 or A43 and south to the A34. The Chairman will pursue this.        
Community Speedwatch
· Nothing further to report at present.

13. PARISHIONERS’ COMMENTS
· Mr Maggs has noted an apparent sequencing issue at the traffic lights and this has been reported to Highways Authority.  

Village Web-site
· The new village website is now up and running. It may be accessed at www.middletonstoney.com. 
· This has now been populated and includes materials from the Parish Council which has a separate section within the site. A ‘contacts’ section will allow parishioners to make comments. 
· The Parish Council expressed its thanks to Kath Moss for the development of the site and for volunteering to keep the site updated.  
14. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

None
15. NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 17 May 2016 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall. This meeting will commence with the Annual Parish Meeting and this will be followed by the PC AGM.
Meeting closed at 7.59pm            
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