MIDDLETON STONEY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON MONDAY 3 MARCH 2014 AT 7.30PM

Present:

Mr A J Fulljames






Chairman

Mrs C Allmond

Mr P Maggs

Mr P Brown

Councillor Mrs Fulljames (part)




OCC

Mr A F Hickman






Clerk

1. APOLOGIES 

Mrs D Pay
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

None 

3. MINUTES
Minutes of meeting of 13 January 2014 were approved. 

4. MATTERS ARISING
Vehicle Activated Signs
· Mrs Pay had confirmed that these are not available to rent.
Footpath Clearing – School Lane to Bullmarsh
· Prior to the meeting Mrs Pay had made some investigations re cost of weed control and clearance. A quote is awaited for the remedial and ongoing work and members will consider this when received. 
School Lane – Safety issues.
· Prior to the meeting Mrs Pay had explored with OCC Highways Department the provision of road mirror. There are a number of criteria to meet before OCC will consider permission and in addition the cost is £500 - £1000. After consideration members felt that this level of expenditure was not justified. The Clerk will write to Simon Pettit to communicate this decision. 
Roadworks, Bicester Road, Ardley Road, and Middleton Stoney Crossroads 

· OCC had confirmed that local landowners had not given permission to route power supply from EfW across their land and hence the need to take the longer route via roads to Bicester.
5. FINANCE
Since the last meeting receipts and payments were: 
General Fund
	Income
	
	Expenditure
	

	
	
	VHMC (hall rent)
All Saints Parish Church

Clerk’s salary (net of tax)
HMRC re tax – Clerk’s salary

Clerk re postage & printing

Trf to VHMF (as per budget)
	£    12.00 
£  200.00

£  400.00
£  100.00

£    60.08

£1500.00


Village Hall Maintenance Fund

	Income
	
	Expenditure
	

	VAT Recovered
Per General Fund
	£    20.45
£1500.00
	MCFP (Emergency lights test)
	£    39.60


Playground
	Income
	
	Expenditure
	

	VAT Recovered 
	£  195.71
	OPFA Subscription (2013)
	£    40.00


Diamond Jubilee Fund 

	Income
	
	Expenditure
	

	VAT Recovered 
	£    14.53
	
	


Sub Station Lease 

· Legal arrangements are in hand via Brethertons & SSE. SSE will meet our legal costs. 
Risk Assessment & Management (financial) for the period 1 April 2013 – 31 March 2014

· Reviewed by members and signed off. A Review of effectiveness of Internal Audit for the period 1 April 2013 – 31 March 2014 had been conducted and was signed off. 

6. PLAYGROUND
No report.
7.VILLAGE HALL
No report.
· Hiring agreement – deferred until next meeting
· Sign – deferred until next meeting
8. CORRESPONDENCE
Spring Clean 
· The village has been invited by CDC to take part in the Annual Spring Clean. Members have agreed that this should take place over the weekend of 12/13 April and the Clerk will arrange. A note will be placed in the April edition of ABC 
CDC Electoral & Boundary Review
· The consultation on council size is now closed and the Local Government Boundary Commission will be considering the number, names and boundaries of wards during two further periods of public consultation later in 2014. LGBC will undertake a briefing for district councils and parish councils on 31 March. The Chairman will try to attend. 
9. PLANNING MATTERS 
Agrivert
· Members noted the notes of the liaison group meeting of 16 October 2013. Next meeting 23 April 2014. 
Dorchester Group (DG) – Upper Heyford 

· Correspondence received from DG suggesting that they, in conjunction with local parishes, formulate a ‘Rural North Oxfordshire Neighbourhood Plan’, the aim of which would be to protect villages from unwanted planning applications. This would be predicated on the view that Upper Heyford is one of the few ‘brownfield’ sites with spare capacity. Members have agreed to meet with DG to discuss further and the Clerk will invite DG to attend the next PC meeting in May.  

Ardley EfW – Incinerator.
· MW.0067/13 – Condition 31 – External Lighting. Further Photomontages have been submitted for consideration by OCC but Councillor Mrs Fulljames reported that Viridor had been asked to undertake further work on these and the decision has been deferred for consideration at the next Planning Committee Meeting of 7 April. 

Under Urgent Business arrangements we had responded to: 
· MW/0001/14 – Condition 24 – Layout and operation of Incinerator Bottom Ash processing area. Some concerns expressed that some IBA may be transported off site leading to increased traffic. 
Viridor Liaison Meeting
· Mrs Allmond attended and reported that testing of the plant will take place in April.
· There will be no change to the Cladding on the building, Viridor holding the view that it complies with the permissions it has been granted.

· The next meeting will be held on 27 March and will be preceded by a site visit. 
10. OXON CC
Councillor Mrs Fulljames reported that:
· OCC Budget agreed in February. It has been decided to increase Council Tax by 1.99% which will mean an increase of 46p per week on a Band D property.

· OCC is on track to achieve planned savings of £170million in the period 2010 – 2014.

· Broadband – the full programme of upgrading will be completed in 2015. 

· Minerals and Waste Plan is being consulted upon. (Clerk – revised papers circulated to members for comment). 

· Bolsterstone (Fewcott Wind Farm) – the planning application first submitted in 2008 has been withdrawn. 
· Fracking – North Oxfordshire has a designated fracking area stretching, broadly, from Kidlington to Banbury.  
Mr Maggs expressed concern as to any potential change in the OCC Highways & Transport department stance (due to budgetary contraints) on the bus service (route 25) since, being subsidised, it could be withdrawn at any time. Councillor Mrs Fulljames will relay the concerns.     
11. CHERWELL DC
Councillor Fulljames reported that:
· CDC proposes no increase in its precept.

· CDC is currently extending an administrative link with Stratford-on-Avon DC (similar to the arrangement with South Northamptonshire) in an effort to reduce costs.   

· The Local Plan – Pre hearing meeting will be held on 25 March. Public Inquiry Hearing Sessions will start on Tuesday 3 June at Bodicote. 
12. TRAFFIC
Traffic Calming
· OCC report that the first instalment (£10,000) re traffic calming funding from Dorchester Group referred to at the previous meeting would not be paid until the first anniversary of the construction start date. 
M40 – Junction 9 improvements

· Notification that main construction work is to start March/April and expected to last at least 6 months. Further information may be obtained from Highways Agency information line – 0300 123 5000 or email ha info@highways.gsi.gov.uk.  There is also a dedicated scheme webpage at www.highways.gov.uk/m40j9  which gives fuller details including the routes of diversions operating as a result of the scheme works. None of the diversions appear to affect Middleton Stoney.
The Chairman considered that these works will give an opportunity to lobby for a Northbound weight restriction on the B430. This will best be achieved in co-operation with other parishes (Weston-on-the-Green, Ardley) and this will be pursued in due course.  
Middleton Stoney Traffic Lights
· Members noted that works which commenced on 24 February to replace the existing poles and the obsolete controller. 
13. PARISHIONERS’ COMMENTS
· Comment was made on the poor state of some of the white gates at the entrances to the village and whose responsibility it was to maintain these. The Clerk will look into the matter and report back. 

14. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
15. NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on Monday 19 May 2014. This will be the Annual Parish Meeting commencing at 7.00pm and followed by the normal Parish Council Meeting which will incorporate the AGM. 
Meeting closed at 8.20pm     
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