MIDDLETON STONEY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING & COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON TUESDAY 17 MAY 2016 AT 8.00pm 
Present:

Mr A J Fulljames






Chairman

Mrs D Pay

Mr P Maggs








Mr P Brown

Mr W Champion

Mr A F Hickman






Clerk

1.ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

· Proposed by Mr Champion and seconded by Mrs Pay, Mr Fulljames was elected Chairman.

· Proposed by Mr Fulljames and seconded by Mr Maggs, Mrs Pay was elected Vice- Chairman 

2. APOLOGIES

Councillor Mrs Fulljames
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
None 
4. MINUTES
Minutes of meeting of 14 March were approved
5. MATTERS ARISING

Subsidised Bus Services

· Members noted latest letter from OCC re Service 25A which states that under two S106 agreements with Dorchester Group (Heyford Park) some £913,470 has been received which specifically relates to provision of bus services. To the end of the financial year 2014/15 some £50,743 has been spent. 

· OCC had issued an invitation to tender (copy seen by us) to secure a direct bus service between Upper Heyford & Bicester and Upper Heyford & Oxford. Closing date for tender bids was 11 April and Mr Maggs reports that Thames Travel has agreed to continue on the assumption that S106 monies as outlined above are available. It is not clear what variations to route and timetable will be made but it is hoped that our village will still be served with effect from 21July.  

Queen Elizabeth II – 90th Birthday
· Event will take place on Sunday 12 June to incorporate annual village barbecue. Mrs Pay and the Village Hall team co-ordinating. Full details of the event will be publicised via flyers and the village website. 

· A CDC grant of £250. 00 has been agreed to offset costs of hiring equipment etc. 

· Insurance arranged for a bouncy castle. 

6. FINANCE
Since the last meeting receipts and payments were: 
General Fund

	Income
	
	Expenditure
	

	Bank Interest 

PO Rent 4th qtr

New Homes Bonus

Precept

CDC Grant

Playground re Insurance 
	£      1.89

£      3.00

£  263.00

£1600.00

£    91.09

£  145.27
	MCNP Forum (subscription)

Mr P Maggs ( expenses village meeting – MCNP)

Safe Custody Fee

Came & Co re Insurance

A F Hickman re Queen Birthday Insurance 
	£ 151.00

£   59.76

£     1.00

£ 726.38

£   37.25


Village Hall

	Income
	
	Expenditure
	

	PO Rent 4th qtr
	£   75.00
	
	


Playground

	Income
	
	Expenditure
	

	
	
	 To General Fund re Insurance 
	£  145.27


Smiths Grant

· The Clerk informed members that Smiths had agreed a further grant for 2016 of £685.02 and a cheque had been received. The Clerk has acknowledged with thanks.     
Insurance 
· Members agreed the renewal of the Aviva policy at slightly increased premium (due to indexing and increase in IPT) of £726.38. This is the third year of a three year deal which expires 31.5.17

Parish Councillor’s Remuneration
· As in previous years members have agreed not to claim expenses and remuneration for the year 2016/17 
6a – FINANCE – Audit
· The summary accounts had been circulated to members and were approved and signed
· It was resolved to sign: 

· Audit Annual Return Section 1 – Governance Statements
6b – FINANCE - Audit

· It was resolved to sign:
· Audit Annual Return Section 2 - Accounting Statements.  

7. PLAYGROUND
· Mrs O’Dwyer had reported fully to the Annual Parish meeting. On 6 May PC members had met with Mrs O’Dwyer at the playground to conduct a review of the equipment and to discuss other issues which had arisen. A note of this meeting is attached as an appendix to these minutes. 
· Members discussed the issue of ball games and there was general consent that ball games should be officially allowed but there will need to be discussion and agreement as to the facilities which can be provided. 

· Members will await further reports from Mrs O’Dwyer and then assess a way forward for the playground. 
8.VILLAGE HALL

· Hatch to roof area to be secured by Gary Pettit.

· New lampshades have been fitted.

Roof/damp issue.
· Mrs Pay is pursuing a further quote for repair to chimney brickwork etc.
Kitchen Fire Door/cracks in surround
· InsideOut has reported:
· Recommends placing Perspex markers over the cracks for 6 months to see what movement is showing. Mrs Pay has put this in hand.  
Window Frames  
· InsideOut has sent quote for:
· cutting out the damaged wood, prime and replace 
· repairing 6 blown windows.  
· Members agreed that this work should proceed and Mrs Pay has put in hand.   

9. CORRESPONDENCE
Aircraft Noise
· Further instances noted in spite of assurances re low flying etc. Members agreed that a meeting with the OC at Weston-on-the-Green (Flight Lieutenant Charlotte Dooley) would be welcome. The Clerk has written for dates and will arrange in due course.  
Parish Liaison Meeting 

· PLM will take place on Wednesday 8 June. Mrs Pay will attend. 
War Memorials and Commemorations 
· Members noted a circular letter (received via Victoria Prentis MP) from Andrew Murrison MD MP which encourages communities to commemorate the First Battle of the Somme which commenced on 1 July 2016. Also points out that there are details of funding available to repair and conserve local war memorials at www.warmemorials.org/grants/ .

· After some discussion it was agreed that we would take no action.    

Public Service re-organisation in Oxfordshire.
· Members noted various papers circulated by both CDC and OCC concerning the controversial proposals to change the delivery of council services from the present structure of one County Council, Oxfords City Council and four District Councils to a choice of:

· 1 unitary authority 

· 4 unitary authorities expanded to include parts of Gloucestershire and Northants.

· 3 unitary authorities covering areas currently administered by VWH & South Oxfordshire, Oxford City and Cherwell & West Oxfordshire. 

· 2 unitary authorities with one covering Oxford city and one for the rest of Oxfordshire.  

· Grant Thornton LLP has been asked to look at the various options.

· A series of workshops is planned where parishes and town councils can consider the options. The Bicester event is planned for 21 June and we can send up to 2 representatives. The Chairman and Mr Champion will attend.   

· Members incline to the view that 1 unitary authority would represent value for council taxpayers.  
10. PLANNING MATTERS 

Under Urgent Business arrangements we have responded to: 
· MW.004/16 – Viridor – Ardley Landfill, further leachate treatment tank. No objection but re-iterated routeing agreement.
North West Bicester – Eco Town – Supplementary Planning Document
· Members noted the formal adoption statement dated 22.2.16.

Upper Heyford Masterplan

· Members noted a report to the CDC Executive which was to be placed before the District Council on 4 April. The report sets out to establish a development framework for the site which will be used as guidance in support of the Cherwell Local Plan in determining future planning applications relating to the site. In the event the matter was deferred until the next full CDC Council meeting. 
Mid Cherwell Neighbourhood Plan  (MCNP)
· Members noted April update. 
· Minutes of 11 January Forum circulated and noted. 

Mr Maggs reported:

· The plan is being written and populated with information from the various working groups. MS is represented on the Transport and Traffic working  group. 

· Further village involvement will take place. A questionnaire will circulated to villages by the end of May which will outline the draft policies on:

· Transport related issues

· Development related issues

· Housing related issues

· Social Infrastructure

· Technical Infrastructure. 
· Villagers will be asked whether or not they agree with the draft policies and to make any further comments. It is not now proposed to hold a formal village meeting but villagers may send there comments back in a variety of ways - post, by hand, by email or a ‘drop box’ at the village barbecue on 12 June. Mr Maggs will facilitate.
Cherwell Local Plan 2011 – 2031

Issues Papers:  

1. Partial Review of the Cherwell Local Plan (Part 1): Oxford’s unmet housing need – issues paper. 

· We have responded. Our stance is that if Oxford City (OC) has a need for housing then it should be provided as close to OC as possible and not simply off-loaded to Cherwell and other Oxfordshire districts adding to the significant commuting which already goes on within this county. We have suggested that there should be a rigorous appraisal of brownfield and other sites within OC to accommodate housing and also an appraisal of greenbelt areas to redefine the city boundaries. 

· On this same subject members noted a circular from an organisation called ‘Need not Greed for Oxfordshire’ which invites Town and Parish Councils to object to the Oxfordshire Local Enterprise Partnership plan which proposes, in its view, an unnecessary level of economic expansion for Oxfordshire involving some 85000 extra jobs and 100,000 extra houses. Members agreed that we should make an objection and the Chairman and Mr Maggs will deal with this by the deadline date of 27 May.     

2. Cherwell Local Plan (Part 2): Development Management Policies and Sites – issues paper.

· Members noted the response from MCNP to this paper.  

Housing at Lower Heyford
· Members had seen a note of a meeting which took place recently at Lower Heyford  Church. Corpus Christie College had been approached by Bonnar Allen, a developer, with a proposition, to create a development of some 5000 houses and a ‘country park’ on land owned by Corpus Christie to the west of Portway and currently farmed. This is partly in response to the recent consultation relating to Oxford’s unmet housing need referred to above. 

· Such a development would encircle Lower Heyford and would stretch as far south as Northbrook. Whilst such a development may secure the financial future of Corpus Christie, it would have a huge local impact especially when placed alongside existing developments which are in train. There was considerable outrage expressed at the proposals and the MCNP has written in strong terms to the bursar of Corpus Christie. 

· We have since heard that Corpus Christie has severed its connection with Bonnar Allen and it is to be hoped that this is the end of the matter.  
Housing at Kirtlington
· Members noted that the appeal by Gladman Developments re a 75 dwelling application had been dismissed. A briefing note, summarising the Appeal decision, has been prepared by Pegasus for the MCNP and this will be circulated to members.   

11. OXON CC
· Councillor Mrs Fulljames reported fully at the Annual Parish Meeting and in brief:    

· OCC Budget had been set. 3.99% increase  including a 2% increase in respect of the minimum wage. 

· OCC has to find savings of £290million between 2010 and 2018. Overall staff savings of 40% made. Some back office undertaken in collaboration with Hampshire County Council. The role of Chief Executive has disappeared. 

· 50% of the budget is used for provision of children and adult social care but this group represents only 2% of the population.  

· Childrens Centres will be subject to re-organisation through the Childrens Service which caters for 0-19 year olds. The Upper Heyford centre may be retained but in a different format. 

· Disapppointed that CDC approved the re-alignment of Howes Lane through the Ecotown which will see this reduced to a 30MPH speed limit road.  

· OCC has serious concerns that if the proposed HS2 rail link is agreed there will be a huge increase in construction traffic across Oxfordshire, especially of given the many quarries in the county.

· She and Mrs Pay sit on the Smiths Liaison Group. Smiths are very co-operative and have even moved some of their quarry movements to Ducklington to try to reduce HGV movements locally. They have also co-operated over reducing lighting at the Dewars Farm quarry. 

· She, the Chairman and Mr Champion sit on the Viridor Liaison Group but Viridor are less co-operative. She did however report that a visit which she organised to the Ardley EfW was well attended. 

· The Ardley recycling centre is owned by Viridor and will eventually close. OCC has asked Viridor to continue for the time being. There is currently consultation going on to identify at least 4 sites across the county. There is a definite need for a site near to Bicester/Ecotown since it is apparently set to become the largest centre of population in the county outside of Oxford itself.   

· There is evidence of road sign damage across the county and she is pursuing the issue of repairs to these. Anyone who witnesses signs being damaged by vehicles may report any vehicle registration numbers to her.  

· The abolition of the bus subsidies was very controversial. These will cease on 20 July. She congratulated Mr Maggs on his work to try to ensure the continuance of the 25A in the village and it is likely that this will continue in some form with effect from 21 July.   

· OCC has evidence that the cross roads at Middleton Stoney operate at over capacity in all directions. 
· There was discussion concerning the embryo proposals put forward by the District Councils to turn themselves into 4 unitary authorities. OCC will need to respond by putting in their own proposals. Councillor Mrs Fulljames favours creating one unitary authority for Oxfordshire. 

12. CHERWELL DC
· Following the recent CDC elections, MS is now part of the Fringford and Heyfords Ward of CDC. At the recent elections, Ian Corkin, James McNamara and Barry Wood (all Conservative councillors) were elected to serve this Ward. It is intended that Ian Corkin be invited to attend MS PC meetings in future and the Clerk will make contact with him. 
13. TRAFFIC
Weight limit on B430. 
· Formal request to Ardley with Fewcott and Weston-on-the-Green Parish Councils was sent in an attempt to arrange a meeting to progress lobbying OCC for such a limit to deter through traffic from using the B430 as a shortcut to J10 of M40 or A43 and south to the A34. The Chairman will pursue this.        
Community Speedwatch
· Nothing further to report at present.

14. PARISHIONERS’ COMMENTS
· Kath Moss reported further incidents of dog fouling on Bicester Road which she had reported to CDC Dog Warden who has installed further signage.  
· A loose kerb stone has been reported in the car park area to the rear of Bullmarsh Close. It is believed that this particular area is the responsibility of CDC and Mrs Pay will inspect and report to CDC as necessary. 
15. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

· Mr Maggs reported that he is to move to Somerset at the end of June and regretfully tendered his resignation from the Parish Council with effect from 17 June. The Chairman wished to record the Parish Council’s thanks to Mr Maggs for his excellent service since he joined the PC in July 2010 and offered him every good wish for the future.  

· The PC will endeavour to find a suitable replacement for Mr Maggs since the PC will now be some 3 members short of a full complement. 
· Mr Champion will be added to the Bank Mandate and the Clerk will liaise.  
16. NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on 4 July 2016 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall. 

Meeting closed at 9.10pm  

Appendix 
MIDDLETON STONEY PARISH COUNCIL

From: 
Clerk

To: Councillors  

Date:  9 May 2016
Note re Playground meeting 6.5.16

· 4 members of the PC and the Clerk met with Grace O’Dwyer at the Playground to conduct a review of the equipment and to discuss other issues which have been arising over the last year or so.

· The Playground looked smart after the spring clear up and the Chairman thanked Grace and her group for their work. Moss killer has been applied to the soft tarmac areas. 

· The five pieces of equipment- climbing frame and slide, rocking horse, swings, high bar and spring duck - are all now 20 years old and whilst over the years the playground volunteers have kept them well painted and have effected minor repairs it is felt that they are now ready for a substantial refurbishment/replacement if they are to continue to meet RoSPA standards.  In particular:

· the climbing apparatus needs wooden rungs replacing those damaged by misuse last year, other wooden climbing rungs are soft  and the slide feature is becoming unsteady and could be dangerous. 

· the connection for one swing chain is loose and needs refixing.

· one bar of the high bar apparatus has rusted and broken off completely and needs replacing - (the broken bar was removed from the site for safety reasons)  

· some of the woodwork around the rocking horse machinery is rotten now and cannot be further filled. 

· ACTION  - Grace said that there are specialist refurbishment companies who may be able to undertake the necessary work and she will explore this and report back to the PC. It may be that grant aid can be explored to meet the cost, at least partially. 

· There was discussion re playground usage. Grace believes there are some 15 children which she knows of under 10 year of age in the village and they find the playground a very good amenity. 

· However, there are now some older children in the village but the playground does not offer any special facilities for them although ball games are played in the playground. A decision will need to be reached as to whether the playground should, in part at least, be reconfigured to provide facilities for older children, particularly to allow for ball games. 

· ACTION - Grace will talk to the rest of her group to ascertain their views and appetite for this and report to PC. 

· ACTION - The PC will also need to discuss. In particular, if ball games were to be officially allowed there are a number of issues which will have to be addressed. One aspect will be the fencing around the playground which is also showing signs of age. The low ‘park rail’ fencing has been damaged over time (more extensively recently) partly because of ball games being played and the high chain link fencing is flimsy in many places and some of the concrete supports are eroded. 

AFH 

9/5/16
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